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LANDGATE — SPATIAL SCIENCES STUDIO, CURTIN UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY 
Statement by Minister for Land Information 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Land Information) [9.03 am]: On Monday, 10 March 2008, 
I had the great pleasure of opening Landgate’s Spatial Sciences Studio at Curtin University of Technology. This 
studio is a result of long-term collaboration between Landgate and Curtin University. Last year, I endorsed a 
memorandum of understanding between Curtin University Vice-Chancellor Jeanette Hacket and Landgate’s 
chief executive Grahame Searle, which was the first important step in forging a strong alliance between the state 
government and Curtin University. The studio is the first outcome of the MOU. The state government is 
supporting the ongoing functioning and development of the studio with a funding commitment of $430 000 over 
five years.  

The opening of this new studio provides Curtin University with new opportunities to attract domestic as well as 
international students into the field of spatial sciences. There are particularly exciting opportunities here for 
Indigenous students. Apart from the educational focus, the Spatial Sciences Studio will also be a principal 
resource for practitioners in the field through the provision of professional development.  

Spatial sciences might seem to be a rather imprecise term, but the skills and expertise that spatial sciences 
encompass affect all our lives on a daily basis, and not just through our street directories. In our modern and 
globalised world, we experience the effects of new spatial technologies on our everyday lives. Global positioning 
systems installed in mobile phones and iPods are tools for basic navigation. Geographic information systems are 
part of the regular armoury of essential services. Spatial sciences is one of the fastest growing fields in the world. 
I am pleased that Western Australia, through Landgate, is at the cutting edge of this. I congratulate Grahame 
Searle and his team for their hard work.  
 


